
Chapter 15: Hate Crimes, Mass Murder, Terrorism, and Homeland Security    451

catastrophes, jurisdictional hazards, meta hazards, national security, and security uber 
alles (see Table 15.4 for a detailed list of these definitions). For instance, under the defini-
tion of jurisdictional hazards, homeland security is founded more on a local jurisdiction 
and its experiences with various hazards (e.g., hurricanes, wildfires, floods, tornados) 
rather than on a federal decree.

Homeland Security Organizational Network
Since  the creation of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), there have been 
various modifications given the evolving nature of recognizing, and addressing, the 
range of threats faced by the United States. Eleven days after the September 11 attacks, 
Pennsylvania governor Tom Ridge was appointed the first director of the Office of 
Homeland Security. In November 2002, Congress passed the Homeland Security Act, mak-
ing the DHS into a stand-alone, Cabinet-level department. In February 2005, Secretary 
Michael Chertoff took office and instigated a review of the DHS’s operations, policies, 
and structures. Subsequently, additional modifications were adopted, including the Post-
Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006 and the Security Accountability 
for Every Port (SAFE Port) Act of 2006.142 In 2013, Jeh Johnson was named the fourth 
secretary of DHS. Figure 15.5 shows the department’s organizational chart.

Agencies Responsible for Homeland Security
In this section, we provide a brief summary of some key agencies within the DHS, includ-
ing the Transportation Security Administration, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, the U.S. Secret Service, FEMA, and the U.S. Coast 
Guard (see Table 15.5).

HOMELAND SECURITY DEFINITIONS

1.	 Terrorism. Homeland security is a concerted national effort by federal, state, and local governments, 
by the private sector, and by individuals to prevent terrorist attacks within the United States, reduce 
America’s vulnerability to terrorism, and minimize the damage and recover from attacks that do occur.

2.	 All Hazards. Homeland security is a concerted national effort to prevent and disrupt terrorist attacks, 
protect against man-made and natural hazards, and respond to and recover from incidents that do 
occur.

3.	 Terrorism and Catastrophes. Homeland security is what the Department of Homeland Security—
supported by other federal agencies—does to prevent, respond to, and recover from terrorist and 
catastrophic events that affect the security of the United States.

4.	 Jurisdictional Hazards. Homeland security means something different in each jurisdiction. It is a locally-
directed effort to prevent and prepare for incidents most likely to threaten the safety and security of its 
citizens.

5.	 Meta Hazards. Homeland security is a national effort to prevent or mitigate any social trend or threat 
that can disrupt the long-term stability of the American way of life.

6.	 National Security. Homeland security is an element of national security that works with the other 
instruments of national power to protect the sovereignty, territory, domestic population, and critical 
infrastructure of the United States against threats and aggression.

7.	 Security Uber Alles. Homeland security is a symbol used to justify government efforts to curtail civil 
liberties. 

Definitions of Homeland Security
TABLE 15.4

Source: Bellavita, C. (2008). Changing homeland security: What is homeland security? Homeland Security 
Affairs, 4, 1–2.

Department of 
Homeland Security: 
a Cabinet department 
of the U.S. federal 
government, established 
in 2003 in response to the 
September 11 attacks; 
main responsibilities 
include protecting the 
United States from 
terrorist attacks and 
responding to terrorist 
attacks, man-made 
accidents, and natural 
disasters.


